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The Lorussos have been active members of
the Falmouth, Massachusetts community, giv-
ing back to the education system in the com-
munity since 1980. Mrs. Lorusso discovered
her passion for supporting our schools and
teachers when she began volunteering at
Teaticket Elementary School. She eventually
went on to serve on the Falmouth School
Committee for one term and as the president
of the Teaticket Parent Teacher Organization
for many years. The Lorussos were also inte-
gral to the creation of a walking track at
Teaticket Elementary as well as a greenhouse
at Falmouth High School.

But the Lorussos’ dedication of time and re-
sources does not just stop with our educators.
Mrs. Lorusso serves as a Falmouth Town Hall
member—sitting on the board of the Falmouth
Service Center, as well as the Falmouth
Chamber of Commerce. And, three years ago,
Mr. and Mrs. Lorusso cofounded the Falmouth
Veterans Day Breakfast to honor the service
of local veterans through a complimentary re-
ception.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to honor Mr. and
Mrs. Lorusso for their many years of extraor-
dinary service to their fellow citizens and for
the sterling example they have set for their
friends and family. | ask that my colleagues
join me in congratulating them for being recog-
nized by the Falmouth Education Foundation.

————
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
privilege to rise today to join all of those gath-
ered in honoring the life and legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Across Connecticut
there will be a multitude of events paying trib-
ute to Dr. King, but in Milford, Connecticut a
remarkable milestone for an outstanding orga-
nization will also be celebrated. With this
year's “Reflections XXX: A Tribute to Rev-
erend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.” the Milford
Chapter of The Links Incorporated will mark
the organization’s 30th Anniversary and it is
with great pride that | stand today to extend
my deepest thanks and appreciation to them
for their invaluable contributions to the Milford
community.

The Milford Chapter is one of two hundred
eighty two chapters of The Links Incorporated
throughout the United States and in the Com-
monwealth of the Bahamas. Established in
1946, this non-profit organization internation-
ally includes 14,000 professional women of
color who are committed to enriching, sus-
taining and ensuring the culture and economic
survival of African Americans and others of Af-
rican ancestry.

For each of the last thirty years, the Milford
Chapter has sponsored this remembrance
event. In this traditional time of re-evaluation
and reflection, this annual event reminds us all
to consider how we, whether as an individual
or in a larger group, can make more of a dif-
ference in the lives of others and strengthen
the bonds of friendship and sense of harmony
within our communities. Yet this is only one of

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

many ways the Milford Chapter supports and
enriches our community.

The five guiding “facets” for The Links In-
corporated include Service to Youth, Health
and Human Services, National Trends and
Services, International Trends and Services,
and The Arts. Throughout the year Milford
Links members sponsor and participate in a
variety of events and projects that promote
these five pillars. From supporting projects to
help recovery efforts in Haiti and bring irriga-
tion systems to farmers in Africa to raising
awareness on breast cancer and sponsoring
scholarships and promoting literacy, Milford
Links members are not only making a dif-
ference in the lives of others but also inspiring
a new generation to give back to their commu-
nity.

Today, a monument stands—the first monu-
ment on the National Mall not dedicated to a
white man, a war, or a president—a great
granite sculpture of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
And in the line of sight just beyond that statue,
you can make out the columns of the Lincoln
Memorial. In his iconic speech on the steps of
that memorial, Dr. King spoke of “the fierce
urgency of now.” He did not just mean a mo-
ment in 1963. Over the course of its thirty year
history, the Milford Chapter of The Links Incor-
porated has worked with “the fierce urgency of
now” to make our community a better place to
live, learn, and grow.

| am honored to rise today and extend my
sincere thanks and appreciation to the Milford
Chapter of The Links Incorporated for all of
their good work on behalf of our community.
Theirs is a legacy of service and generosity
that serves as an inspiration to us all. My
heartfelt congratulations on their 30th Anniver-
sary and very best wishes for continued suc-
cess.
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in 2010,
we saw a similar dip in Boko Haram’s capa-
bility. Its founder was killed and many of its
fighters wiped out. Boko Haram went into hid-
ing and all was quiet, but that quiet did not
last. Boko Haram regrouped, appointed a new
leader even more radical than its founder, and
came back deadlier than ever. We can'’t let
that happen again. Boko Haram is still capable
of launching deadly asymmetric attacks
throughout the Lake Chad Basin. My staff has
been tracking their attacks. There is hardly a
day that goes by when there is not some sort
of Boko Haram attack that kills innocents.

Over the past few years, relations between
Nigeria and the U.S. have been strained. Joint
military trainings were cancelled and the U.S.
hesitated to supply weapons to Nigeria’s mili-
tary citing concerns about human rights
abuses.

It took the United States 11 years to des-
ignate Boko Haram as a foreign terrorist orga-
nization. Finally on November 12, 2013, the
night before this Subcommittee and the Africa
Subcommittee held a joint hearing on why
Boko Haram was not on the FTO list, State
Department called to say it was designating
the group. That was an important step but
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there are questions about the implementation
of the designation. It does not seem that all
the tools that a designation carries are being
brought to bear on the group, especially when
it comes to stopping its financing.

The U.S. has started to do more to help Ni-
geria combat Boko Haram since the election
of Nigerian President Buhari in late May of
2015. Infantry training has been restarted and
we are seeing an increased level of coopera-
tion between AFRICOM and the Nigerian mili-
tary. In October, the Administration announced
that it was sending troops and drones to Cam-
eroon as well as surveillance aircraft to Niger.
But like the FTO designation these are steps
that should have been taken years ago, before
Boko Haram was allowed to become more le-
thal than ISIS. Now we must do more to sup-
port our African partners to stamp out this
Islamist menace once and for all.

The fight against Boko Haram is essential to
U.S. national security interests. In ISIS, we
have already seen what happens when we un-
derestimate a terrorist group. While Boko
Haram may not have the capability to attack
the United States today, neither did al Qaeda
in the years prior to 9/11. We cannot wait for
an attack to happen on American soil before
getting serious about destroying those who
want to destroy us. Now is the time, when it
costs far less blood and treasure, to stamp out
Boko Haram.

And that’s just the way it is.

———
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Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to draw your attention to a special event,
Engineers Week, taking place from February
21st through the 27th. This honorary week is
a time to recognize the hard work of all engi-
neers and the innumerable contributions they
have made, especially within my district and
state.

The scientific skills and specialized knowl-
edge of the engineers in my district have ful-
filled my constituents’ daily needs and re-
solved some of the major technological chal-
lenges of our time. Often referred to as the
stealth profession, engineers have influenced
nearly everything around us—even when we
may not recognize it. Whether designing effi-
cient urban environments, protecting towns
from natural disasters, or making simple tasks
more accessible, engineers provide the life-
blood that drives our modern societies.

Engineers Week is a formal coalition of
more than 70 engineering, education, and cul-
tural societies, with more than 50 corporations
and government agencies focused on raising
public awareness of engineers’ positive con-
tributions to our communities. This week also
prompts parents, teachers, and students to
consider the importance of a technical edu-
cation and a high level of math, science and
technology literacy, and motivates youth to
pursue engineering careers in order to provide
a diverse and vigorous engineering workforce.

Mr. Speaker, it has been an honor to rep-
resent the engineers of my district and their
families. | am grateful for their contributions to
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